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~ 77>e MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l2 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qway/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 21-41 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) [3 Claim(s) 1-5,11-20 and 105 is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 6-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
bM A" b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. C3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/837.385 . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . Newly submitted claims 21-41 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reason: 

I. Claims 1-20 are drawn to a washing machine, classified in class 68, subclass 24. 

II. Claims 21-41 are drawn to a process/method of manufacturing a washing 
machine, classified in class 29, subclass 428. 

Inventions of GROUP I and GROUP II are related as process of making and 
product made. The inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be 
shown: (1) that the process as claimed can be used to make other and materially 
different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and 
materially different process (MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the process/method 
as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product such as, with 
respect to claim 1 ; one not requiring a rear lower portion of the tilted tub projecting 
rearwardly through an opening, with respect to claims 5 and 1 1 , one not requiring a 
shock absorbing element; with respect to claim 6, one not requiring at least one first 
holding projection formed on a lower end of a plate; and with respect to claim 19, one 
not requiring an upper portion having a folding door. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 21-41 stand withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and 
MPEP §821.03. 
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2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 6, line 8, the phrase "said upper plate" is without proper antecedent 
basis. Also in claim 6, at lines 10-11, the phrase "said lower plate" is without proper 
antecedent basis. 

4. The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective (see 37 CFR 
1.175 and MPEP § 1414) because of the following: 

37 CFR 1 .63 requires that in any application in which a claim for foreign 
priority is made pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .55, the oath or declaration must identify the 
foreign application for patent or inventors' certificate on which priority is claimed unless 
supplied on an application data sheet (37 CFR 1.76), and any foreign applications 
having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is claimed, by 
specifying: 

(A) the application number of the foreign application; 

(B) the foreign country or intellectual property authority; and 

(C) the day, month, and year of the filing of the foreign application. The 
declaration of the instant application fails to include the required information. The 
separate CLAIM for PRIORITY, filed December 30, 2003 is acknowledged although 37 
CFR 1 .63 requires the oath/declaration to identify the above noted information. 
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5. Claims 1-5 and 1 1-20 are allowed. 

6. The original patent, or a statement as to loss or inaccessibility of the original 
patent, must be received before this reissue application can be allowed. See 37 CFR 
1.178. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Altorfer, Uhlin, Kwon and Coromina et al. (Spain 2, 076,880), 
note the washing machine casings and/or tilted tubs. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached M-F from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. and some Saturdays from 5:30 a.m. to 1 1 :30 a.m. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 (571) 272-1700. 

Any inquiry for missing parts of this Office Action (copies of references, pages, 
forms etc.), contact the TEAM LEADER Ms. Nicol Scott (571) 272-1045. 




FRANKIE L. STINSON 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 



